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1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 The Highland Council Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance (OWESG)  details 

The Highland Council (THC) guidance on measures to be considered for the design and 

assessment of onshore wind farms. In relation to landscape and visual amenity it 

identifies ten criteria to be used by THC as a framework and focus for assessing 

proposals. This Appendix provides analysis of the Proposed Development in relation to 

these criteria in the following table. 

Table 5.5.1: Appraisal of Proposed Development against the OWESG criteria 

Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

(Text in italics is quoted from THC’s Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance, 
pages 18-20) 

Criterion 1: Relationship between Settlements / Key locations and wider landscape 
respected. 

Relationship 
between 
Settlements / 
Key locations 
and wider 
landscape 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal contributes to 
perception of settlements 
or key locations being 
encircled by wind energy 
development. 

✓ Achieved: 

The LVIA confirms no significant effects 
on the majority of views from the 
settlements or main access roads at 
Tomatin, Inverness, Westhill, Smithton 
and Culloden, Newlands of Culloden or 
Farr and Inverarnie. 

The Proposed Development would not 
contribute to encirclement by wind 
energy development. 

One of the Key Views listed in THC’s 
QWESG - Loch Ness Landscape 
Sensitivity is overlapped by the ZTV: 

• The Great Glen from Meall Fuar-
mhonaidh – this is illustrated in 
Viewpoint 20 and demonstrated no 
significant visual effects. 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Turbines are not visually 
prominent in the majority 
of views within or from 
settlements/Key 
Locations or from the 
majority of its access 
routes. 

✓ 

Criterion 2: Key Gateway locations and routes are respected 

Key Gateway 
locations and 
routes are 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal reduces or 
detracts from the 
transitional experience of 
key Gateway Locations 
and routes. 

✓ Achieved: 

There are no Key Gateway Locations 
listed in THC’s OWESG - Loch Ness 
Landscape Sensitivity applicable to this 
area. 

Key Routes noted in the Loch Ness 
Landscape Sensitivity specific to this 
LCA and overlapped by the ZTV 
include: 

• A9 - Sequential viewpoints from the 
A9 illustrate limited visibility overall 
(Figure 5.17-18). Where visible the 
Proposed Development would not 
detract from any distinctive 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Wind Turbines or other 
infrastructure do not 
overwhelm or otherwise 
detract from landscape 
characteristics which 
contribute the distinctive 
transitional experience 

✓ 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

found at key gateway 
locations and routes. 

‘gateway’ or transitional 
experiences. Where visible the 
turbines, although large would 
appear set back from the road and 
viewed from the context of the A9 
corridor (soon to be dualled). 

• B862 Stratherrick - No significant 
effects are identified in the LVIA 
with much of the route outwith the 
ZTV. Viewpoint 15 provides a 
distant view from the Ashie Moor 
area, although most views are 
screened by roadside vegetation.  

Others overlapped by the ZTV include 

• B851 - No significant effects are 
identified in the LVIA as indicated 
by the ZTVs and Viewpoint 9. 

• B861; 

• Abriachan-Blackford-Dunain minor 
road - No significant effects are 
identified in the LVIA, Viewpoint 18 
is located above this minor road. 

• The Great Glen Way – There would 
be a limited significant visual effect 
(Viewpoint 16), viewing from the 
edge of Inverness but this is not a 
‘key gateway’ view or ‘transitional 
experience’.  

The Proposed Development includes 
native woodland planting which would 
provide multiple benefits in line with 
Scotland’s Strategic Framework for 
Biodiversity (2023) objectives. From a 
landscape perspective, the woodland 
planting would strengthen and enhance 
the local landscape by screening views 
of the proposed turbines, as well as 
providing visual enhancement along 
the A9 corridor closest to the site 
boundary.   

Criterion 3: Valued natural and cultural landmarks are respected 

Valued natural 
and cultural 
landmarks are 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal affects the fabric 
and setting of valued 
natural and cultural 
landmarks. 

✓ Achieved: 

The Site is not included in the areas 
examined by the OWESG Landscape 
Sensitivity Appraisal and no natural / 
cultural landmarks have been identified 
during consultation or assessment. 
(Culloden battlefield for example is not 
a ‘cultural landmark’ and views from 
this area would not be significant). 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 

The development does 
not, by its presence, 
diminish the prominence 
of the landmark or disrupt 

✓ 



 

 

Galileo 05 Limited  3 

Lynemore Wind Farm EIA Report Volume 3 

663991 

 

 

Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

threshold 
where: 

its relationship to its 
setting. 

The proposed development would also 
not significantly affect the landscape or 
views from the Cairngorms National 
Park, National Scenic Areas, Special 
Landscape Areas or Wild Land Areas.  

In landscape terms the proposed 
development would not significantly 
affect the fabric and setting of valued 
natural / cultural landmarks or diminish 
the prominence of the landmark.  

Criterion 4: The amenity of key recreational routes and ways is respected 

The amenity of 
key 
recreational 
routes and 
ways is 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal affects the 
amenity of key 
recreational routes and 
ways (e.g. Core Paths, 
Munros and Corbetts, 
Long Distance Routes 
etc). 

✓ Largely Achieved: 

The LVIA has identified significant 
visual effects on views from broadly 
four areas. These include areas close 
to the site and south of the A9 viewing 
from part of General Wade’s Military 
Road (heritage path HP1); part of the 
Sustrans National Cycle Route 7 and 
heritage path HP2 between Moy and 
Tomatin; and routes in the Tomatin 
area near the A9. 

• General Wade’s Military Road 
(heritage path HP1) - close to the 
site and south of the A9 would be 
significantly affected for 
approximately 6.8km of the route 
(reducing to approximately 4.5km 
accounting for coniferous forestry) 
between Lynemore and Auchbain. 
In most cases some forestry / 
woodland cover would intervene 
between the walkers and the 
proposed turbines, which would 
remain on one side (south) of the 
route allowing views along the 
valley / A9 pass and towards Moy to 
be appreciated by walkers. 

• Sustrans National Cycle Route 7 
– near Tomatin, Dalmagarry and 
Moy.  Significant visual effects for 
approximately 8km of the route 
(reducing to approximately 2.3km 
due to the screening effects of 
forestry in the areas. The proposed 
turbines would be visible to the 
south and cyclists would pass these 
sequentially, viewing the turbines in 
a suitable landscape setting 
(Viewpoint 2). It is not considered 
that the Proposed Development 
would significantly detract from the 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Wind Turbines or other 
infrastructure do not 
overwhelm or otherwise 
significantly detract from 
the visual appeal of key 
routes and ways. 

✓ 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

visual appeal of this cycle route 
overall. 

• Core Path IN27.02 at Tomatin – 
significant visual effects would be 
experienced for approximately 
1.2km of the route through the 
forest. This effect is completely 
dependent on the assumption that 
all forestry has been felled and 
would occur at distances where the 
visual effects, although significant 
would not be ‘overwhelming’ or 
otherwise significantly detract from 
the visual appeal of this route. 

• Heritage path HP2: Old Road to 
Forres / Scottish Hill Track 229 - 
significant visual effects for 
approximately 200m of the 
combined routes at Milton of Moy. 
These visual effects would occur at 
distances where although 
significant they would not be 
‘overwhelming’ or otherwise 
significantly detract from the visual 
appeal of this route. 

• Heritage path HP3: Slochd 
Military Road / Scottish Hill Track 
230 - significant visual effects for 
approximately 1.3km of the 
combined routes north of Creag an 
Tuim Bhig and south Raigbeag. 
These visual effects would occur at 
distances where although 
significant they would not be 
‘overwhelming’ or otherwise 
significantly detract from the visual 
appeal of these routes. 

• The Great Glen Way / Loch Ness 
360 Trail - significant visual effects 
for approximately 1km of the 
combined routes in the elevated 
Leachkin part of southwestern 
Inverness. Similar views would 
affect Core Paths IN19.08, IN.19.09 
and IN.19.44 in the Leachkin and 
Kinmylies area of Inverness. These 
visual effects would occur at 
distances where although 
significant they would not be 
‘overwhelming’ or otherwise 
significantly detract from the visual 
appeal of these routes. 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

There would be no significant effects 
on the views from any Munros and 
Corbetts. 

Criterion 5: The amenity of transport routes is respected 

The amenity of 
transport 
routes is 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal affects the 
amenity of transport 
routes (tourist routes as 
well as rail, ferry routes 
and local road access). 

✓ Largely Achieved: 

The LVIA has identified significant 

visual effects on the views from four 

transport routes. 

• A9 - Northbound: Total of 
approximately 2.9km across four 
short sections, and southbound 
approximately 3.9km (reducing to 
approximately 2.6 km accounting 
for coniferous forestry) across four 
short sections of route would be 
significantly affected. The affected 
journey time would total 
approximately 2-3 minutes and 
when considered as part of a 
sequential journey the proposed 
development would not 
significantly detract or overwhelm 
the visual experience.   

• B9154 - Approximately 5.5km of 
the route, southbound, between 
Moy and Auchnahilin (reducing to 
approximately 1.1km accounting 
for coniferous forestry) equating to 
approximately 5 minutes of travel 
time (reducing to 1 minute of travel 
accounting for screening) 
assuming an average speed of 
40mph. 

• B861 - Approximately 1.5km of the 
route, southbound would be 
significantly affected (Major to 
Moderate and Moderate) near 
Mains of Gask (approximately 
900m) and Balnafoich 
(approximately 600m) and 
equating to less than 1 minute of 
travel time at each location, 
assuming an average speed of 
40mph. 

• Main Railway Line – Inverness to 
Perth - Of the approximately 190 
km total route, approximately 800m 
close to the site would be 
significantly affected equating to 
less than approximately 1 minute 
of travel time assuming an average 
speed of 60mph. 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Wind Turbines or other 
infrastructure do not 
overwhelm or otherwise 
significantly detract from 
the visual appeal of 
transport routes. 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

None of these views would be so 
significant to ‘overwhelm or otherwise 
significantly detract from the visual 
appeal of transport routes.  

Mitigation resulting from the native 
woodland planting along the A9 near 
Moy has the potential to reduce some 
of the significant visual effects from the 
A9 as the planting matures through the 
operational period of the Proposed 
Development. 

Criterion 6: The existing pattern of Wind Energy Development is respected 

The existing 
pattern of 
Wind Energy 
Development 
is respected. 

The degree to which the 
proposal fits with the 
existing pattern of nearby 
wind energy 
development, 
considerations include: 

Turbine height and 
proportions, 

density and spacing of 
turbines within 
developments, 

density and spacing of 
developments, 

typical relationship of 
development to the 
landscape. 

previously instituted 
mitigation measures 
Planning Authority stated 
aims for development of 
area. 

✓ Achieved: 

The Proposed Development would 
integrate positively with the existing 
and consented baseline pattern of wind 
farm development, noting similar 
turbine proportions, apparent height, 
density, spacing, wind farm spacing, 
and suitable relationship with the 
underlying Rolling Uplands LCT / 
Monadhliath Mountains. 

The manner in which the Proposed 
Development fits with the existing 
pattern of wind farm development is 
illustrated by Figures 5.8 and 5.12 and 
cumulative Viewpoints 8, 10, 11, 13, 14 
and 18. 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

The proposal contributes 
positively to existing 
pattern or objectives for 
development in the area. 

✓ 

Criterion 7: The need for separation between developments and / or clusters is 
respected 

The need for 
separation 
between 
developments 
and / or 
clusters is 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal maintains or 
affects the spaces 
between existing 
developments and / or 
clusters. 

✓ Achieved: 

Overall, the Proposed Development 
would integrate positively with the 
existing and consented baseline 
pattern of wind farm development and 
would maintain appropriate and 
effective separation between 
developments – similar to the existing 
separation between other wind farms 

Development 
should seek to 

The proposal maintains 
appropriate and effective 

✓ 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

separation between 
developments and / or 
clusters. 

which form a broadly southwest – 
northeast ‘band’ across this part of the 
Rolling Uplands LCT / Monadhliath 
Mountains. The other wind farms 
include Moy and the Farr / Glen 
Kyllachy wind farms as indicated in 
Figures 5.8 and 5.12. 

Appropriate separation between the 
proposed Development and other 
existing wind farms is also illustrated in 
the viewpoints, notably Viewpoints 8, 
10, 11, 14 and 18. From viewpoint 13 
there is some overlap of schemes with 
part of the Proposed Development 
closely associating with the Farr / Glen 
Kyllachy cluster, although the scale of 
the landscape is capable of 
accommodating the cumulative 
development.  

Criterion 8: The perception of landscape scale and distance is respected 

The 
perception of 
landscape 
scale and 
distance is 
respected. 

The extent to which the 
proposal maintains or 
affects receptors’ existing 
perception of landscape 
scale and distance. 

✓ Largely Achieved: 

In respect of scale, considered against 
existing developments, a factor of 
intervening distance / perspective and 
apparent height is more relevant than 
actual turbine height comparisons. This 
is demonstrated by Viewpoint 13 which 
illustrates a good scale match between 
the existing Farr / Glen Kyllachy cluster 
and the Proposed Development. 

Therefore, perceptions of scale and 
distance would be retained from this 
and other similar viewpoints. 

However, closer range viewpoints (e.g. 
Viewpoint 1) are unavoidably significant 
and perceptions of scale would be 
challenged. 

Appearance 
Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

The proposal maintains 
the apparent landscape 
scale and / or distance in 
the receptors’ perception. 

  

 

Criterion 9: Landscape setting of nearby wind energy developments is respected 

Landscape 
setting of 
nearby wind 
energy 
developments 
is respected. 

The extent to which the 
landscape setting of 
nearby wind energy 
developments is affected 
by the proposal. 

✓ Achieved: 

Please refer to answers for criteria 6 
and 7. 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Proposal relates well to 
the existing landscape 
setting and does not 
increase the perceived 
visual prominence of 

✓ 
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Criteria Measure   Comments / Outcome 

surrounding wind 
turbines. 

Criterion 10: Distinctiveness of Landscape character is respected 

Distinctiveness 
of Landscape 
character is 
respected. 

The extent to which a 
proposal affects the 
distinction between 
neighbouring landscape 
character types, in areas 
where the variety of 
character is important to 
the appreciation of the 
landscape. 

✓ Achieved: 

The Proposed Development is well 
contained within the host Rolling 
Uplands LCT / Monadhliath Mountains 
and does not otherwise weaken the 
distinctiveness and variety of different 
landscape character types within the 
study area which would remain 
instantly recognisable as for example 
Farmed Straths or Rolling Uplands. 

Development 
should seek to 
achieve a 
threshold 
where: 

Integrity and variety of 
Landscape Character 
Areas are maintained. 

✓ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


