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Item 1 — Strathdearn Area Cumulative Impact Report

*DOLOMR/LPLWHG
/AQHPRUH :LQG3)DAFSOLFORQARQOWDWLRQ 5HSRUW
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Highland

Status Scoping Approved.

Application due to be submitted to Scottish Government in Jan 2025.
Following submission, the Environmental Impact Assessment (kich
investigates and mitigates potential effects of the developmat on the
natural, physical, and human environment) will be available for scrutiny.
Location Approximately 4.2 km west of Aviemore on Dalmigavie, Dunachton, and
Alvie Estates, with the turbines located on open upland peatlad and
montane habitats in the upper reaches of the River Dulnain andetRiver
Findhorn within the designated Monadhliath Wild Land Area. The River
Dulnain flows north-easterly through the centre of the Site (solitof the
proposed turbine area) and is part of the River Spey Speciakea of
Conservation (SAC) designation. There are several watercourses which
intersect the site, the larger of these flow in a north-north-esterly direction,
and south-easterly direction before connecting to the River Findharand the
River Dulnain, respectively.

Operator Ampyr Energy, ESB Asset Development UK, and four Highland estates

Size and Installation of up to 24 wind turbines, each with a maximumip height of

Scale 230m, collectively generating up to 168MW of electricity. Plans atude the
integration of a 30 MW Battery Energy Storage.

Grid Will be subject to a separate application under Section 37 of the Eléricity

Connection | Act 1989. Proposed to export its power across the Upper Findhorn tioe
substation at Garbole. Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance:
Additional overhead transmission lines should be avoided particularlyn the
adjacent Upper Farmed Strath AU where a plethora of lines has created
cluttered effect in places.

Consultation | Two rounds of consultation took place in 2024

Relevant National Planning Framework 4dkey policies:

National and - Policy 1 6Global climate and nature crises
Regional - 3 OBiodiversity protection

Policies - 4 Olmpact 6type, diversity, scale of development

- 5 OPeat disturbance

- 6 Olmpact éwoodlands

- 14 dimprove qualities of the area

- 18 dInfrastructure improvements

- 20 6Soils and water management

- 25 6Local and regional wealth creation

- 29 0OBenefits from tourism
Highland-wide Local Development Plandkey policies:

- Policy 58 6Protected species

- Policy 63 6Water environment

- Policy 67 dOn-shore wind energy
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Landscape &
Visual
Effects
Landscape
character,
Visibility,
Lighting,
Clustering

17 viewpoints selected (Scoping Report).

Visual impact low from A9 and Tomatin. Impact greater when viewedom
CNP with visibility from Mountain Massif (within 20km); summits aoh
plateaux (within 20km); Cairngorms NSA (within 20km).

Visible aviation lighting required on turbines over 150m. Lighting tirbines
would extend and intensify effects on the dark skies which ara key quality
ofthisarea"i}lUa::XU&RU[I27T\elUBU62\ e } e..UXdL
Turbines of this size sited close to the NW boundary of this AlBssessment
Unit) could affect dramatic views of Great Glen, diminishing theense of

vast scale and containment, and affect the intimate scaleand intricate
landscape mosaic found in the Duntelchaig area east of Loch Ness which
are key qualities of the SLAI"}iUa:: XU&ERR[I27\eiUBUH62\ e
2021).

Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance: Additional overhead
transmission lines should be avoided particularly in the adjacentpper
Farmed Strath AU where a plethora of lines has created a cluttered effect i
places. Potential for highly detrimental impact with proposed ovdread line
options. U

Proximity to proposed Clune Wind FarmF ~ +i27U :j2¢é + \U<é:U
t6\U:2\6U\eliedialU “ 6UT6}6+:U1062eU- +aldXXe O
proposals of this type in the surrounding area, necessitating aappropriate
cumulative impact assessment. It is considered that cumulativeimpact will
be a significant material consideration in the final determinatiorof any

future application'.

Note: The proposed site lies adjacent to the previous application fahe Allt
Duine windfarm, which was refused Section 36 consent in 2015, in part, due
to the negative landscape and visual impacts on the Cairngorms Rianal
Park (CNP); on the setting of the CNP; and in combination with th@pact on
the Monadhliath Wild Land Area.

Natural
Heritage
Including
Ornithology

May extend beyond Spatial Framework for Onshore Wind Energy.

The Monadhliath Wild Land Area (WLA) covers the southern part of the
Rolling Uplands AU (Assessment Unit) and the Cairngorms Natiorahrk
abuts the southern boundary of this AU. The proximity to the NationahFk,
where wind energy development sited closer to the boundarand/or larger
turbines) could breach the containment provided by the higheridge and
pronounced summits which form a distinctive backdrop to the Spy valley.
Onshore Wind Supplementary Guidance - Wind energy develomnts within
mapped areas of wild land are unlikely to be supported unless it cabe
demonstrated that significant effects on the qualities of hese areas can be
substantially overcome by siting, design and other mitigation.

Wildlands raptor monitoring initiative (Jan 2025) shows clear visuals ofda
tagged raptors and their movements between the National Park arttie
a:211 + e noting the regular flight paths of Hen Harrier and Golden
Eagle. Ornithological survey work undertaken and presented in thezoping
report does not meet current NatureScot guidance.

Biodiversity Net Gain 6developer states that the site has the potential to
improve biodiversity locally by strengthening and expanding on exisg
habitat corridors, improving connectivity, restoring peatlandand enhancing
upland plant species. Part of the sites nationally important patland was
X6ed2e+...UX06\e:X0TUI2TU j2161 8¢atiishQoveremEnis e : ¢
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Peatland Action Fund. What recompense would be due to NatureScot/
Scottish Government should this development be approved?
Seek more detail in the EIA.

Water, Flood
Risk, Peat &
Drainage

HwLDP Policy 63, Water Environment - In assessing proposals the Council
will consider associated Area Management Plans. River Findhorn Initiagiv
have such plans in place - cumulative hydrological changes to ®vs
impacting highly vulnerable Atlantic Salmon and other fish populatio.
Specific concern about extinction events of unique resident Dut
populations. U :2 &6 X 2 U | eethjeedumudative effect of hard surfaces and
drainage changes, impact an already unresilient river system.
Published priority peatland mapping by NatureScot, Carbon anddatland
Map 2016, indicates that the north and centre of the Site primidy comprises
+I\W\UPUU®BIe+i27Us & U \U 2ie :2itich.sols, tliéepxedt2
[2TUUX X e..UUbIe+i27U i ele B

Tourism &
Recreation

Scoping Report 6developer has proposed to scope socioeconomics, tourism
and recreation out of the EIA Report. A separate report on socioeconacs
and tourism will be provided and submitted alongside the EIA.
Findhorn Watershed Initiative - Upper Findhorn catchment area knawas
tiUe:XU«i++6... U \UI+Xo6iT...UI0U:Uj+iXUT6\e DI
would be compromised by wind farm developments.
ee } e 6\U 2&+ji6URAU\U:Xe 2 Ulée } e DWW\ ::e 2
ei+' 2 AU\ e\66 2 aUe+ +i+ oUeiee 2&Bi2100U:2dki
TUX:ityaUe +7U\e 11 2 aUUIXI + 1 2 avuex:\\Ue:j2
Tomatin Distillery reported a 40% increase in visitor numbers in reog¢years.
In 2022, the distillery welcomed 35,000 visitors, and together withgople
visiting the Strathdearn Hub, has seen visitor numbers increast® an
estimated 80,000 (excluding A9 and rail travellers). The Glen Road does no
have a traffic counter. Cycle counters captureXOOOU1:}6162e\Ule
i2flUTOOOUIeUe 6U\:je aUb\e 1ie 2 USOOOUIiXOR
@+62Uf:i1UbB\e liediUj\0a
- ® +1+ 06U“:jXUa 2 &j\6\UAUTUe 16\UiU-0606
Uuiwe2 6X\UuPUOOY
- f\ji+Uil...UeX UUBX\U:jeU :XUiUXj2U 2Ue
«00'\UeiXX... 2 Ues:UUI\\02 6X\UUPOAOOC
- ..+ \e\UUSOO0OOY
- i}6X2 eU jo\e\UfiUaeodiUeiuie e...U 2U\®d\Y
qUPOOaUI22ji+U:eejui2e...USOtavuPsau
There are ongoing plans for further development of the distillery thivisitor
numbers estimated to increase to 100,000. In addition, BraemorEstates
INUU+i2\U :XUIU F:j\aU: U XjiX, estimating@®00,000 + : U
visitor numbers.
Outdoor Access Management Plan to mitigate impact on recreational utes
during construction and enhance during operation.

Roads &
Access

It will be accessed from within the Cairngorms National Park off th&9 at
Kincraig via the existing junction leading to Leault Farm. This junctiamould
be used to accommodate Abnormal Loads for wind farm traffic, Heay
Goods Vehicles (HGV) and Cars and Light Goods Vehicles (LGV). Access
from the public road would then be by private tracks.

See increase in vehicle numbers and potential increase in the area uad
Tourism & Recreation.
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Noise & F +0i27U :j2¢& + \Ub,Ub¢eele :2U \Ue TleUi++UBX:U
Shadow noise limits at sensitive locations that are at the lower enadf the range
Flicker indicated in national guidance. Assessment will focus on the neast
properties to the proposed development. A cumulative assesment will also
consider neighbouring wind farms that could contribute to combinel noise
effects. The evaluation will cover potential noise effects durig both
construction and operation phases.
Considered low impact for this site.
Community | Committed to an equivalent of up to £5,000 per installed MW per anmui
Benefits (more than £17m over the lifetime of the wind farm) to be deliveddocally.

Potential for shared ownership in the wind farm.

Current Scottish Government consultation on CB.

Linked to Strathdearn Community Action Plandépotential job creation for
Ranger-type role in the community. Remit could include mondtring numbers
and types of visitors; raptor monitoring; management of resource
maintenance work; reporting back to community.

Potential negative impact on local property prices.

celej\ <é:U 2 U UUX:}61R
UU+ éle :2U7jdUe:UxebU\jel eedilUe:U«®:@0 TRU
>:++:e 2 Uljeel \\ :2aUe 6U(2} X:21062ei+Ul1Uiee
2}6\e ied\Ui21U1 e ied6\UU:eb62e i+U@d@e2Ue 4
2iejXi+auu ..\ éi+aui2iU j1i2U62} X:2162eylU.R +
[:ele :2 i2U +j206U(\eiedU:2Ub6+06}ebTal:uUb62U121U ale4:éi
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iUoXie:X | (<
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:226ee ] eeUPXWXRU,X:U:\6TUe:U6,U:XeU e\UU:X@XWEI&X
\jee\eie :2UleU@IiXa@:+6RUI2\ :X6U® 271U (26%04W
iT e :2i+U:}6X 611UeXi2\1 \\ :2U+ 26\U\ :j+#U.aJ6
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Relevant National Planning Framework 46key policies:
National and - Policy 1 6Global climate and nature crises
Regional - 3 OBiodiversity protection
Policies - 4 dlmpact 6type, diversity, scale of development
- 5 OPeat disturbance
- 6 dlmpact 6woodlands
- 14 dimprove qualities of the area
- 18 dInfrastructure improvements
- 20 06Soils and water management
- 25 dLocal and regional wealth creation
- 29 6Benefits from tourism
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Highland-wide Local Development Planodkey policies:
- Policy 58 6Protected species
- Policy 63 6Water environment
- Policy 67 600On-shore wind energy
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Relevant
National and
Regional
Policies

National Planning Framework 46key policies:
- Policy 1 6Global climate and nature crises
- 3 OBiodiversity protection
- 4 dlmpact 6type, diversity, scale of development
- 5 OPeat disturbance
- 6 dlmpact 6woodlands
- 14 dlmprove qualities of the area
- 18 dlInfrastructure improvements
- 20 06Soils and water management
- 25 dLocal and regional wealth creation
- 29 6Benefits from tourism
Highland-wide Local Development Plandkey policies:
- Policy 58 éProtected species
- Policy 63 éWater environment
- Policy 67 é0On-shore wind energy
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- 18 dInfrastructure improvements
- 20 6Soils and water management
- 25 dLocal and regional wealth creation
- 29 6Benefits from tourism
Highland-wide Local Development Planodkey policies:
- Policy 58 6Protected species
- Policy 63 éWater environment
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