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As part of the development process, we must 
undertake an environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) to assess the effects of the proposed 
development on the natural, physical and human 
environment.

Our specialist environmental and technical consultants are 
currently progressing many of the studies that form the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). �e information 
and data from these studies will be used to refine our 
proposals and also to identify ways in which we could 
remove, reduce or mitigate any potential impacts. 

�e EIA will cover the following areas: 

• Landscape and visual 

• Ecology and ornithology 

• Hydrology, hydrogeology, geology and soils  
(including peat) 

• Noise 

• Archaeology and cultural heritage 

• Access and transportation 

• Socio-economics, tourism and recreation 

• Aviation and telecommunications 

• Other considerations such as shadow flicker 

An EIA Report will be submitted as part of our application, 
which will form part of the formal application for consent 
made to the Scottish Ministers. �is will summarise the data 
we have gathered, how our design has evolved to reflect this, 
and any ways in which any remaining impacts could best be 
managed. 

�e EIA process includes

• consultation with the local authority, other statutory and 
non-statutory bodies and the public to identify specific 
concerns and issues;

• determining the existing conditions at and around 
the proposed site by reviewing the available data and 
undertaking specialist field surveys;

• assessing the potential impacts on the existing 
environment; and

• developing mitigation proposals to alleviate any significant 
impacts identified.

Environmental Impact Assessment

Galileo has conducted a detailed scoping exercise to identify 
the environmental aspects to address in the EIA for the 
proposed development. �is included a review of available 
environmental information and desk- and site-based surveys.

To date, the following surveys have been undertaken: 

• Ornithology surveys 

• Phase 1 peat probing.

�e following surveys will be undertaken over Spring  
and Summer 2024: 

• Archaeology walkover 

• Baseline noise monitoring (if necessary)

• Landscape and Visual photography

• Hydrology walkover

• Phase 2 peat probing

• Ecology surveys including habitat and protected species.
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A landscape and visual impact 
assessment (LVIA) will establish the 
potential effects of the proposed 
development on the surrounding 
landscape and visual amenity.

A zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV), a 
computer-generated tool that establishes 
the theoretical extent of the visibility of a 
proposed development, has been prepared. 
�is has helped the identification of 
representative viewpoints and inform the 
landscape and visual impact assessment.

�e ZTV indicates the areas where turbines 
will be visible, based on the relief of the 
surrounding study area (45 km from the 
outermost turbines).

�is is based on a bare-earth scenario, in 
which the screening effect of areas of existing 
vegetation or built features in the landscape are 
not taken into account. �is is supported by 
producing and analysing wireline drawings and 
photomontages from several agreed viewpoints 
that give a clearer picture of how the proposed 
development would look.

�e current design comprises 10 turbines up  
to 200 m to blade tip.

Landscape and visual impact
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VP5: B861 between Balnafoich and Tombreck, Strathnairn  •  Co-ordinates: 268557 835254  •  Nearest turbine: 5km (T4)  •  Blade tips: 10  •  Hubs: 9

VP6: A9 north of Tomatin  •  Co-ordinates: 279833  829849  •  Nearest turbine: 6km (T9)  •  Blade tips: 10  •  Hubs: 4

Wirelines
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VP8: A9 at Daviot  •  Co-ordinates: 272388 839856  •  Nearest turbine: 6km (T4)  •  Blade tips: 8  •  Hubs: 4

VP7: National Cycle Route 7 north of Tomatin  •  Co-ordinates: 280270 829166  •  Nearest turbine: 6km (T9)  •  Blade tips: 10  •  Hubs: 5

VP11: Carn na Lair, northern boundary of CNP  •  Co-ordinates: 282451 823745  •  Nearest turbine: 11km (T9)  •  Blade tips: 10  •  Hubs: 10
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Cultural heritage and archaeology

�e effects of the proposed development on the historic 
environment, including cultural heritage and archaeology, 
will be assessed.

�e historic environment relates to buried remains that could 
be affected by the construction works related to the proposed 
development. Assessment in the wider study area will also consider 
heritage assets which have the potential to experience change within 
their setting affecting our ability to experience, understand or appreciate 
what is valued about the asset (‘cultural significance’), and what can 
be learned about the historic environment through its continued 
preservation and protection from development.

We have undertaken a desk-based study of the Site and surrounding 
areas to identify all known heritage assets registered with national and 
regional heritage bodies, undertaken a field visit to investigate potential 
for archaeological remains, and visited key assets in the surrounding 
area to assess potential impacts to setting.

�ere are no designated heritage assets within the proposed 
development boundary although there are five non-designated 
assets recorded by the HER.

Early stage assessment has identified several assets with potential 
to experience alterations to their cultural significance as a result of 
the proposed development. �ese include a prehistoric fort and 
two later historic designed landscapes, a Conservation Area and a 
battlefield. Early stage assessment has identified that these comprise 
designated assets including a prehistoric fort and two later historic 
designed landscapes plus a Conservation Area and a battlefield. 
Each of these key assets has been visited by a heritage consultant 
and the outcome of assessments, including supporting visualisations 
(wireframe or photomontage), will be presented in the EIA Report.
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Known Non-designated Heritage
Assets within the Site Boundary

Lynemore Wind Farm

RBRBDLFirst Draft05/03/202400

Monument ID Name
MHG23810 Perth-Inverness, General Wade's Military Road
MHG25827 Midlairgs Burn
MHG25832 Lynemore
MHG2866 Hut Circle, Loch Moy
MHG2870 Barbed and Tanged Arrowheads - Moy (Moray not Inverness)
MHG32442 Aultnaslanach Culvert
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Ecology and ornithology
A programme of ecological and ornithological 
surveys is being carried out on the site. �e results 
will be used to assess potential impacts and 
identify suitable mitigation as required.

In addition, opportunities for biodiversity enhancements 
that the development could deliver will be explored in 
consultation with specialist interest groups and as part of 
the EIA process.

Ornithology surveys

�e following ornithology surveys will form the baseline for 
the assessment:

• Vantage Point Flight Activity Surveys (September 2022  
to August 2024);

• Moorland Breeding Bird Survey (April to July 2023  
and 2024);

• Schedule 1 Breeding Raptor and Owl Searches (April  
to August 2023 and 2024); and,

• Breeding Black Grouse Searches (April and May 2023  
and 2024).

Ecology surveys

�e following surveys have also been carried out in 2023  
to define the ecological context of the Site.

• Phase 1 Habitat/National Vegetation Classification  
(NVC) Survey

• Protected Terrestrial Mammal Survey

• Bat Surveys (activity levels and roost potential)

• Fish Habitat Suitability Survey.

Further survey work is proposed in 2024 within a buffer of 
the planned infrastructure to assess peatland condition and 
identify restoration opportunities.
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Transport and access

An abnormal loads route assessment 
(ALRA) will be undertaken for the proposed 
turbine locations to identify the appropriate 
work required to accommodate the delivery 
of abnormal load from the port of entry 
to the site. �e ALRA will be included as a 
technical appendix to the EIA report.

Multiple site access options are being explored in 
order to minimise impacts on the road network 
and residential dwellings. �e preferred access route 
involves utilising the A9 junction at Lynebeg, due to 
be upgraded as part of the dualling project over the 
next few years.

A preliminary Abnormal Indivisible Load Route 
Review (ALR) has been undertaken to assess 
transport routes for Wind Turbine Generator 
(WTG) components from port of entry (POE) to 
site. �e preferred routing of components is as 
follows:

• From POE, Inverness Harbour, turning left onto 
the Longman Drive heading southeast and join 
the A9(T) in southbound direction

• Follow the A9 (T) through Raigmore, Bogbain 
towards Moy

• Turn right from the A9 onto Lynebeg Road. 


